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a contradiction of them. All which, people are
accustomed to deprecate as "disorder" and its con-
sequences, is precisely a counterpart of Nature's ways.
Anarchy and the Reign of Terror are overmatched in
injustice, ruin, and death, by a hurricane and a
pestilence.

But, it is said, all these things are for wise and
good ends. On this I must first remark that whether
they are so or not, is altogether beside the point. -
Supposing it true that contrary to appearances these
horrors when perpetrated by. Nature, promote good
ends, still as no one believes that good ends would be
promoted by our following the example, the course of
Nature cannot be a proper model for us to imitate.
Either it is right that we should kill because nature
kills; torture because nature tortures; ruin' and
devastate because nature does the like; or we ought
not to consider at all what nature does, but what it is
good to do. If there is such a thing as a redwctio ad
absurdum, this surely amounts to one. If it is a
sufficient reason for doing one thing, that nature does
it, why not another thing? If not all things, why
anything? The physical government of the world
being full of the things which when done by men are
deemed the greatest enormities, it cannot be religious
or moral in us to guide our actions by the analogy of
the course of nature. This proposition remains true,
whatever occult quality of producing good map reside